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The Author 

The book Treasure Island is written by Robert L Stevenson.
Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh as the son of Thomas Stevenson, a prosperous joint-engineer to the Northern Lighthouses. He invented, among others, the marine dynamometer, which measures the force of waves. Stevenson's grandfather was Britain's greatest builder of lighthouses. Since his childhood Stevenson suffered from tuberculosis. He spent much of his time in bed during his early years, composing stories before he can read. 

In 1867 he entered Edinburgh University to study engineering, but due to his ill health he had to abandon his plans to follow in his father's footsteps. So he changed to law and in 1875 he was called to the Scottish bar. Instead of practicing law, Stevenson devoted himself into writing travel sketches, essays, and short stories for magazines. In 1878, while in France, he met Fanny Vandegrift Osbourne, a married woman with two children, who returned to the United States to get a divorce. They married in 1880 and from then on they lived in the South Seas, in Vailima, Samoa, where he finally died on December 3, 1894.

The plot

The book “Treasure Island” is an adventure story about a boy called Jim Hawkins. He's fifteen years old and lives in a small village, in a quiet place near the sea. His father, a very diligent person, makes his living by running an “Inn”. 
It was a day in September when an old seaman came to the Inn. He was tall and he had a big, brown face. After looking around he decided to stay at the Inn. The man didn't want to tell his name but told them just to call him Captain. 

 One day another man came to the Inn. His name was Black Dog and all he wanted was to speak with the captain, who seemed to be afraid of the man in some way. The man talked with the captain who suddenly started to shout: “No! I won't do it, and I won't give it to you!” Then there were angry words and a great noise. The table and the chair fell and Jim heard the sound of knives. There was a cry, and Black Dog ran out of the inn. The captain ran after and threw a knife at him. When he came back he was totally exhausted and fell down on the floor. 
The doctor who spent lot of time at the Inn looked at the captain and said: “He has a bad heart but he's not dead.” When Jim and the doctor carried the captain to his room they noticed some tattoo marks on his arm. The words were “A fair wind for Billy Bones”. 
 After a few days, both Billy and Jim's father died. Jim knew that Black Dog wanted something from Billy and that he or his friends would come back, so Jim and his mother took their things and went to the doctor. Jim also found a map in Billy's room. It was a map on an Island called “Treasure Island”. There were several crosses on map that showed where a treasure was buried. Jim showed the map to the doctor and the town's local squire.
They decided to buy a ship and sail to the island, but when they picked their crew, they picked the cruel men who had been following Billy Bones. When they reached the island Jim found out that the men on the ship were working with Black Dog. He told the doctor about all it and the squire who made up a plan. They decided to first get the treasure and then defeat the pirates. 
 It seemed to be much harder to defeat the bad guys than Jim had excepted, but at last they managed to kill them all and then sail back to England. Like most adventure stories, also "Treasure Island" has a happy ending and all the good guys at the ship got several thousands of pounds when they shared the treasure.


My own reactions

My reactions of this book were very good. It's a thrilling adventure book that is exactly what I like. The major theme is superb and you'll never think that the book is boring. I don't think that the author had another purpose than just writing a good novel when he made it up. And I must admit that he certainly managed to do it. 
The book is not so deep which makes it easy to explain but also pleasant to read if you just want to relax and dream away... 
If you haven't read "Treasure Island" I highly recommend it.
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