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The story of Christiania is colourful and filled with battles.

Many of the people who began the experiment do not live in Christiania any longer, but the dream of a life in freedom and the idea of a city ruled by the inhabitants themselves still lives on.

Today people from near and far still feel attracted to the mixture of anarchy and love of Christiania.

The story of Christiania begins in 1970, when a group of people destroyed the fence at the corner of Prinsessegade and Refshalevej, near the Den Grå Hal (Grey Hall), in Copenhagen, what they wanted was a playground for their children and some green space.

The same year an exhibition, called Noget for Noget (Give and Take) took place at Charlottenburg, all sorts of people partook, among them some people from an alternative newspaper, Hovedbladet (Head Magazine), also were there and made an article about the dream about The new Society. Now lots of people went to the corner of Prinsessegade and Refshalevej to live there and create an alternative society, based on freedom.

Christiania was now born.

The police made many attempts to move the people from the area, but since the area was too big and too many people were living there, it was a complete failure.

At this point, in 1972, Christiania became a political issue that ended up in the Parliament. The people of Christiania agreed to pay for electricity and water, and in exchange they wanted political acceptance as a social experiment. One year later, 1973, the government changed their attitude against Christiania. The new plan was to clear the area and close it.

The same year there was a NATO-meeting in Copenhagen, hundreds of people from the theatre group Salvoes pretended they were a NATO-army and occupied the Danish Radio and other strategic points, it appeared that Denmark had been occupied by NATO forces. For some hours the whole nation believed in it. In the meantime the inhabitants of Christiania were getting organised, ten minor areas with its own governments, where all citizens participated, were established in Christiania.

Already in the first few years Christiania became well known for its political action, in 1974 a woman from Christiania got into the Copenhagen city council, where she created disorder when she brought her child to the meetings.

Another event that took place in 1974 was the first Christmas for the poor and lonely, Solvognen (Sun Wagon) arranged so that a whole army of Father Christmases handed out presents to the poor and lonely of Copenhagen, the police showed up and arrested some people, and the next day newspapers around the world were filled with pictures of the Danish police beating up Father Christmases. Christmas for the poor and lonely has now become a tradition and approximately 2000 people are served a free Christmas dinner every year.

In 1975 the government decided that Christiania was to be cleared by April 1976.

By now Christiania had organised lots of activities, for example a communal bath house, a nursery, a kindergarten, garbage collection and recycling and the communal shops and factories were doing well. People started to mobilise themselves for the confrontation with the state, they also invited people from other parts of Denmark to participate, almost 10.000 showed up. The Rainbow army was organising people into work groups, they were called Rainbow army because every work group had its own colour, red for outgoing action, green for food and nutrition and so on.

On last of April 1976 nothing had happened, the government had changed its mind.

The National Museum of Denmark published a book about the alternative community in Christiania.

In 1977 the exhibition Kærlighet og Kaos (Love and Chaos) opened at Charlottenburg and a working festival was put into action. Christiania was totally cleaned up and repaired, from top to bottom. The record Vores Musik (Our Music) was recorded.

The government now decided that a plan for the area should be worked out, and also that the place had to be “normalised”, but they didn’t say how.

The Copenhagen police force started a witch hunt against the junkies and hash dealers in Christiania, at about the same time heroin was introduced in Denmark and in Christiania the drug abuse rapidly grew, and the number of junkies increased.

The community tried to cooperate with the police force and clean up the drug market, but the police fooled them and made a mega-raid on the hash dealers. Christiania now made an effort to get rid of the problem by themselves and started to offer the junkies treatment, and threw out the dealers.

In 1978 Christiania became the home of the growing punk scene, famous band played at Rockmaskinen (the Rock Machine) and Fredens Ark (the Ark of Peace). In Operaen (the Opera), Månefiskeren (the Moon Fisher), Rockmaskinen and Bøssehuset (the Gay House) the local culture bloomed.

Private city develop firms was hired, to make a future plan for the area, by the government in 1982. New buildings were built, gardens were grown, and children were born, the develop firm suggested that Christiania should be developed as a experimental city with self government.

The same year, 1982, the government changed from social democratic to conservative liberal. A violent campaign by both Sweden and Denmark was launched, Christiania was accused of being the drug centre, and the root of all evil, of northern Europe.

The people in Christiania answered to this by the campaign Elsk Sverige (Love Sweden), they went to Sweden and played cabarets and arranged exhibitions in Stockholm, Gothenburg and Malmoe.

Christiania now was forgotten for some years, this gave them time to build up new workshops and work out visions for the future.

The Christianian authorities fought for legalisation for the bars and restaurants in Christiania, but it all ended up in a huge police action and all the places were closed in 1989. After this accident, the Christianian authorities gave the bars licences anyway, and they later received official licences.

During the summer of 1989 Den Grå Hal became the centre for the new Danish hip-hop scene of music, dance and graffiti. Vote 4 Truckers, released the single and video Christiania fingrene væk (Hands off Christiania).

In 1990 the Ministry of Defence, which “owns” Christiania, put together a secretariat that published a report, called Mål og Middler (Aims and Means), on how to manage the normalisation and legalisation. The citizens of Christiania made objections on the plan, these objects were, amongst other things, against the removal of houses.

In Christiania Kærlighedserklaringen (Declaration of Love) took place, all citizens of Copenhagen were invited to Christiania to with their own eyes what Christiania was and what they were fighting for. Nils Vest, a filmmaker, released the film Christiania – du har mit hjerte (Christiania – you have my heart), a personal document on life in Christiania.

Nitten, a paper was released in 1990 to inform the people of Denmark about the reality of Christiania, contrary to the image the newspapers had been trying to push out through the 80’s – an image of a quarter of violence and criminality. Christiania's own picture is of an ecological city, based on self government.

Christiania also celebrated its 20th birthday in 1990, the more than one hundred years old water system was repaired and Den Grønne Plan (The Green Plan) was published. Den Gønne Plan was a vision and a goal for the future about ecological balance by recycling water and garbage, using renewable energy sources and create new housing in houseboats on the canal.

In September 1992 the police starts a campaign to clear out the hash from Christiania, the Christiania Patrol consists of 70 policemen, who keeps Christiania under surveillance day and night during eight violent moths. The sale of hash doesn’t decrease, the police starts body searching schoolchildren and tourists, and throwing tear gas at the dealers.

The street theatre starts wearing uniforms with the word IDIOTI (idiocy), instead of POLITI (police) written on the back. The Free Hash Movement holds a Smoke-Inn in Fælledparken in Copenhagen.

At last the police stops patrolling the streets of Christiania. On Pusher Street the market goes on.

