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“300”, a harmless action roll or a part of a propaganda war from U.S. against Iran?
The movie 300 is a adaptation from 2007, of the novel series 300 by Frank Miller.This Hollywood epic is so falsified that it has caused fury among Iranians across the world. This is of course not the first time a movie is loathed by a larger group of people. What exactly is it that upsets us Iranians? And do we have the right to be irritated, or is it just sensitive and paranoid reactions? 
		 
Today, people in Iran are constantly oppressed by Iran’s government. Students, women and basiclly anyone who is demonstrating and speaking out against oppression is imprisoned, beaten and in some cases even executed. This is currently a dark period in Iran's history. When it comes to times like these no wonder that Iranians look back to Irans history and comfort themselves with hope that there will be a time when they can fight for their freedom and that it has not always been like this. Iran's history of giving Iranians hope of a better future, as their history shows. So it’s obvious that we  will get upset when someone like Frank Miller wants to destroy that hope we have left, by making a film which aim is to entertain people. 

Another disturbing issue with the movie is that it has put all the focus on special effects and violence. Most of the film consists of large-scale, bloody battle scenes. There are certainly those who think it's great, but personally I would prefer to see more focus put on the true facts. It  feels almost like the movie's quieter parts are only added to let the audience breath between the blood baths. If you pay attention to the way  '300' is written in the movie title, posters and advertisements, you will see that the name '300' is written like 'ZOO' and only that tells us that the film contains a lot of violence.

It is a pity that the film-maker has chosen this approach when the true story, a story of heroism and sacrifice, is exciting enough. The movie is so heavely fictionilised that I feel the 120 minuts I spent watching the movie was a completley waste of time. One thing that I found particularly preposterous was how the the Persians are being described as monsters with swords instead of arms and the Greeks having bodies of Greek gods. The film is hardly considered to be historically true.

Back in 490 BC Iran was the most powerful country which controlled almost the entire world. Iran, which was known as Persia back then, was under the leadership of the great king Xerxes. Before Xerxes took over the throne of his father Darius, Persia had lost the Battle of Marathon which made the Persians very furious. By 480 BC Xerxes had built up an army of one hundred thousand men and was now ready to once again invade Greece. 

When the king of Sparta hears about Xerxes invasion, he gathers his army of 300 soldiers to fight against the persian king. Each fighter is also the father of one or more sons - all to assure the recovery of the soldiers. However to the 300 Spartan were added 700 soldiers from Thebes which is NOT mentioned in the film. 

The Greeks gatheres at the narrow pass at Thermopylae to slow down Xerxes progress, so the Greek army have enough time to prepare themselves for battle. Since the Greeks are heavily armed, they could easily defeat the Persians each time they attacked. Xerxes army had much weaker armor which was a huge part to their disadvantage.King Leonidas and his "300 soldiers" manage to occupy the Persian army after three days, when one of their countrymen betrays them by show the Persians a short cut to Thermopylae over the mountains. 

Suddenly some of the Thespians see the Persians so they run away and tell Leonidas. He also stops 700 Thespians, who are all ready to fight on the Spartan side. At dawn Persians arrives at Thermopylae, but by now the Spartans has backed up on a hill. From there, they beat back the Persians, who says have become so frightened that they finally just shoot down everyone instead. The battle ends with 1 000 dead Greeks, and 20 000 Persians. It says that the last Spartans has died from an arrow while protecting King Leonidas body.

However my main point of all these arguments is that if it continues this way, we may soon get to see films from Iran and other countries where the heroes are killing Europeans. This only creates hate and misunderstanding. 
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